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As investment in wind technology has taken off across the state, Texas is now 
seeing the kind of boomtowns previously associated with oil discoveries. For example, 
in Sweetwater, Texas, the population is increasing and unemployment is down. 
Sweetwater is in Nolan County, which is now home to four of the country’s ten largest 
wind farms; it hosts 1,371 wind turbines for 2060 MW of wind energy.2 The tax base 
grew so fast in Nolan County that in 2012 the county cut its taxes.3 In addition to 
the sharp increase in sales tax and hotel occupancy taxes, Sweetwater reported $23 
million in school property taxes and another $4.8 million in property taxes payed by 
wind companies between 2002 and 2007.4 A bit farther north in Hale County, they 
are also feeling the impact of the wind energy rush. Hale County’s executive director 
of economic development described the construction of the wind farms as creating “a 
tremendous impact on our local sales tax because these (workers) are staying at our 
hotels, they are eating at our restaurants, they’re buying fuel and they’re doing routine 
things that you do consumption-wise when you live in a community that has had a 
sizeable impact…Our sales tax numbers are to double digits for both the city and the 
county over the last fiscal year.”5 Texas has long been a state of tradition, but Texas 
has also consistently had to reinvent itself, with near constant immigration and ever 
changing economic realities. The wind rush may represent the face of Texas’s future.

In this chapter, we explore Texas policies that celebrate traditions and change. We 
examine Texas’s rich history of oil and natural gas discoveries and how this helped 
shape the state’s economy. We further explore the current natural gas boom, including 
the costs and benefits of fracking, to understand how it has shaped politics in the state. 
Next, we will look at the state’s environmental policy, specifically with regard to air 
and water, and the growing field of alternative energy, as well as the state’s new foray 

Wind turbines in 
Colorado City, Texas. 
Texas now leads the 
country in total wind 
capacity and has seen 
24,000 jobs created from 
the industry. The state’s 
wind energy boom has 
been likened to past 
discoveries of oil.
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